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THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS.

[Continued from page’310.]

In the natural world light and darkness are so much blended that

it is difficult to say when night has ended, and when day has begun.

Some faint streaks of light may be observed in the horizon long before

the sun has risen, and these become brighter and brighter as he comes

nearer and nearer, until at length the dawn has developed into day.

And so, too, wThen the sun has run his course, the evening sky long

retains the glory of his rays before the world is wrapped in the dark-

ness of the night. The changes which occur in the ordinary pheno-

mena of nature are gradual.

In the same manner the events which take place in the course of

human affairs, have their beginnings scarcely perceptible, increase by
degrees, until at length they attain their consummation, and pass on

to their decline. Hence it is difficult to pronounce definitely when any
of the great changes by which society has been affected had their com-
mencement, or to determine accurately the precise time when they

ceased to exist. There was the preparatory state, before the actual

development, and the consequential, if we may so term it, after they

have passed away. We meet with this difficulty in the subject to

which our attention is now to be devoted

—

The First Reformation in

Scotland, or the Reformation from Popery. It commenced while the

darkness of Romanism rested on the land, it shone out with increasing

brightness till it attained its meridian, and then it sank down under
the clouds of Prelacy. It has its dawn

,
its development ,

its decline.

In preceding numbers we have traced the ancient Culdee church
from its earliest origin to the last vestiges of it which can be found in

history. After noticing the purity of its doctrines, the propriety of its

discipline, and the piety of its members, we referred to its struggles

with Romanism, until at last it fell before the power of the Papacy.
Yet, we observed, that there was reason to believe that there was
always a remnant, however small and obscure, who maintained the

truth as it is in Jesus. Even at the close of the fifteenth century, a

considerable number of persons in the western parts of Scotland were

1854.—24



870 BANNER OF THE COVENANT.

represented as heretics, because they dissented from the superstitions

and errors of Rome. About the beginning of the sixteenth century,

however, all the land appeared quiet and at rest, the nation seemed
to be in a slumber,and the Roman priesthood imagined that their do-

minion was firmly established, and that they had full license to in-

dulge in the exultation and enjoyments of their usurped authority.

At this time it was dark and dreary midnight in the religious condition

of Scotland.

I. The Dawn of the First Reformation. 1525—1559.—It appears

that the writings of the Continental reformers were the means by
which the pure light of the gospel again began to shine in Scotland.

Although the intercourse which then existed between Scotland and
Germany was not very great, yet there is reason to believe that it was

not very long after Luther had troubled the stagnant waters of the

Papacy, that the influence of the agitations he excited reached Scot-

land. Hence we find that it was considered necessary in 1525 to pro-

hibit by act of Parliament the importation of any of Luther’s writings,

and to forbid “all public disputations about his heresies, except it be

to the confusion thereof, and that by clerks in the schools allowable,”

[only
;]

(Heth. Hist., p. 24.) And although it was said in this document

that Scotland had always been “clean of sic filth and vice,” (M‘C'rie’s

Sketches, p. 20, vol. i.,) yet the precautions used lead to the opinion

that the leaven of truth had already begun to pervade the land. The
first person recorded as having embraced the doctrines of the Re-

formers, was Patrick Hamilton, a young man of noble birth, and dis-

tinguished for his eminent talents and his honourable and amiable dis-

position.

He was born about the year 1503, and was designed for the church;

in which, from his high connexions, he might have received great pre-

ferment; indeed, according to the corruptions of those times, he was

made Abbot of Feme, even in childhood. (Scot’s Worthies, p. 3.)

While he was yet prosecuting his studies, his mind seems to have be^

come imbued with the principles of religious truth. He denounced, in

severe terms, the errors and abuses which prevailed in the church, and
seems in consequence to have exposed himself to suspicion and danger.

(Heth. Hist., p. 25.) Having probably heard of the doctrines so boldly

declared and defended by Luther, (1528,) he went to Wittemberg, the

university which the great Reformer had made so celebrated. Here,

and at the University of Marburg, he learned the wTay of Christ
more perfectly, and was filled with an ardent desire to communicate

to his countrymen the truths which were so delightful to himself.

In a short time, therefore, he returned to Scotland, and with great

ability attacked the errors of Romanism, and proclaimed the doctrines

of salvation. But the hostility of the Popish hierarchy was soon

aroused
;
and after ineffectual attempts to induce him to recant, he

was hurried to the stake and burned to death, on the last day of Fe-

bruary, 1528, in the 24th year of his age. As the flames arose around

him, he exclaimed—“How long, 0 Lord, shall darkness cover this

realm ? How long wilt thou suffer the tyranny of man ? Lord Jesus,

receive my spirit.” (Knox’*s Works, Wod. Soc., vol. i., p. 20—Note.)

A small work written by him probably while he was at the University

of Marburg, in 1526, and called Patrick’s Places, will serve to show
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what were the religious opinions of this eminently godly youth. It is

a system of theology, arranged according to the custom of those times,

in various topics, or places, as they were termed. One of these divi-

sions is entitled “The Nature of the Law and the Gospel.” “The
law showeth us our sin, our condemnation. Is the word of ire, is the

word of despair, is the word of displeasure. The gospel showeth us

a remedy for it, our redemption—is the word of grace, is the word of

comfort, is the word of peace. ... A disputation betwixt the law

and the gospel. The law saith, Pay thy debt—Thou art a sinner

desperate, and thou shalt die. The gospel saith, Christ hath paid it.

Thy sins are forgiven thee. Be of good comfort, thou shalt be saved.

The law saith, Make amends for thy sin. The Father of heaven is

wroth with thee. Where is thy righteousness, goodness, and satisfac-

tion? Thou art bound and obligated to me, to the devil, and to hell.

The gospel saith, Christ hath made it for thee. Christ hath paci-

fied him with his blood. Christ is thy righteousness, thy goodness,

and satisfaction. Christ hath delivered thee from them all.”

The influence of his cruel murder was the reverse of what the Ro-
manist clergy had anticipated. In the language of one of the Arch-
bishop’s servants, “ The reek of Mr. Patrick Hamilton infected as many
as it did blow upon.” (M 4 Crie’s Sketches, p. 23.) Men began to in-

quire what was so dreadful in heresy; and in proportion as they dis-

covered the excellence of truth, was their indignation against those who
endeavoured so wickedly to suppress it. A number of the friars began
to preach against the errors and vices of the times, and to defend the

doctrines of truth. (Heth. Hist., p. 26.) Knox mentions particularly

one Alexander Seaton, a Dominican friar, and confessor to the king,

who continually declared that the priesthood were concealing and per-

verting the law of God, and denied that man could give remission of

sin, which was to be obtained only by unfeigned repentance, and by
faith apprehending God the Father mercifully in Jesus Christ his

Son. (Knox’s Hist., Wod. Ed., vol. i., p. 65.) Having been summoned
before the bishop on a charge of asserting that bishops should preach,

and that those wrho did not were only dumb dogs, he denied that the re-

port was correct; but when the prelate expressed his satisfaction, and
declared that he could never believe he had acted so, he said—“My
Lord, you may consider what ears those asses who have informed against

me have, who cannot discern between Paul, Isaiah, Zechariah, and Ma-
lachi, and Friar Alexander Seaton. In very deed, my Lord, I said that

Paul says

—

4 It behooves a bishop to be a teacher.’ Isaiah says, 4 They
that feed not the flock are dumb dogs;’ and Zechariah says, ‘They
are idle shepherds.’ I of my own head affirmed nothing, but declared

what the Spirit of God had before pronounced, at whom, my Lord, if

ye become offended, ye cannot be offended at me.” This bold answer
greatly irritated the guilty bishop, but circumstances prevented him
from putting him to death

;
yet he succeeded in compelling him to fly

from the kingdom. In his exile he wrote a letter to the king, in which
he addresses him as his “Most gracious and sovereign Lord, under the

Lord and King of all, of whom only thy Highness and Majesty has

power and authority to exercise justice within this thy realm, under
God, who is King of kings, and Lord of all realms, and thy Grace and
all mortal kings are but only servants, to that only immortal Prince
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Christ Jesus.” (Knox, vol. i., p. 53.) The political commotions -which

prevailed about this time in Scotland tended to arrest the fury of per-

secution^ hile the renunciation of Popery by King Henry VIII. afforded

a refuge to such as were obliged to fly from their native land. (Knox,

vol. i., p. 53.) Hence it was not till about ten years afterwards that

any more suffered for the faith, with the exception of a single indi-

vidual named Forrest, of Linlithgow. During this time it appears

that many eminent persons embraced the truth; and at length the

bishops renewed their efforts to suppress the true religion by severe

persecution. (Heth. Hist. p. 27.) One person was accused of heresy,

because, instead of giving the tenth part of all he caught to the bishop,

he threw it into the sea, and said, Let him come and take it when I get

the rest. (Knox, p. 58.) Though at this time an ignorant, and pro-

bably rather churlish person, he was led thus to inquire what heresy

was, and to frequent the company of those who were godly. He ob-

tained, in this manner, a knowledge of divine truth; and on one occa-

sion, when the words “He that denieth me before men, him will I

deny before my Father which is in heaven,” had been read in his

hearing, he fell upon his knees, and after having looked upwards for

some time in silence, he exclaimed—“0 Lord, I have been wicked,

and justly mayest thou withdraw thy face from me. But, Lord, for

thy mercy’s sake, let me never deny thee, nor thy truth, for fear of

death or corporeal pain.” Not long after, his faith was put to the test,

by his being brought, with another person, Norman Gourlay, before the

king; and on refusing to recant, he was condemned to be burnt. The
king endeavoured to remit the sentence, but the bishops arrogantly de-

clared that he had no power to give pardon to any who were condemned
by their law; on which both the persons mentioned were hanged and
burnt, “according,” says Knox, “to the mercy of the Papistical kirk,”

(1534.) Several others, who were accused of heresy at the same time,

succeeded in making their escape into England.

About four years afterwards, a number of other persons were burnt

in Edinburgh, (1538.) One of these was Thomas Forrest, Vicar of

Dollar, commonly called Dean Thomas, who was charged with having

“shown to the people the mysteries of the Scriptures in their own lan-

guage, so as to make the clergy detestable.” (M‘Crie’s Sketches, p. 17.)

When he was brought before the bishop, says Dr. M‘Crie, Jr., the fol-

lowing conversation took place:—“My joy, Dean Thomas,” said the

bishop, “I love you well, and must give you my counsel, and you must rule

and guide yourself.” “I thank your Lordship heartily,” replied the

vicar. “My joy, Dean Thomas,” said the bishop, “I am informed

that you preach the epistle or gospel every Sunday, and take not the

cover nor the uppermost cloth, which is a thing very prejudicial to church-

men. My joy, it is too much to preach every Sunday, for in so doing

you make people think that we should preach likewise. But it is

enough for you if you find any good epistle, or any good gospel that

setteth forth the rights of the holy church, to preach that, and let the

rest be.” “ Truly, my Lord,” said the vicar, “ I have read the New Tes-

tament and the Old, and all the epistles and gospels, and among them
all I never could find yet any evil epistle or any evil gospel

;
but if your

Lordship will show me ‘the good and the evil epistles and gospels,’

I will preach the good, and omit the evil.” “I thank God,” said the
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bishop, “I have lived well these many years, and never knew either

Old Testament or New. I will know nothing but my breviary and
my pontifical. ” However, the dean was at length condemned to death

for having the book of heresy in his possession, and he and his Bible

were both burned together.

practical
[From the Christian Instructor.]

AVARICE.

“Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All

these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith

Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” Matt. iv. 8— 10.

It is observable that when the tempter sought to seduce our Lord
to secondary sins, he used only secondary temptations : but when he

sought to have him commit the highest sin—a sin not against the di-

vine precept merely, but directly against the divine honour—when he
would have him dethrone God in his heart, and not this merely, but

set Satan in his stead, the bait he set before him was the world .
“ He

taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all

the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him,

All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship

me.” Does it not teach us that there is a fearful fascination in the

world—that of all the terrific seductions to which the soul is liable,

the world, in its wealth and honours, wields the most potent? Be-
yond all other influences, it leads men directly to hurl God from his

rightful throne. Let those think of this who are labouring hard after

the world to the neglect and exclusion of the things of religion. They
know not that the irksome feeling produced by the return of sacred

times and spiritual duties is but the struggle of the devil, already en-

throned in their hearts, lest God should assume his right. “Ye can-

not serve God and mammon.” This “covetousness is idolatry.”

Of many contradictory characters in the world—characters that

seem, or profess, one thing, yet are another—few are harder to con-

ceive than an avaricious Christian . A Christian, who professes him-

self, not the owner, but a steward and an almoner, of all that is in his

hand; yet gloats over his gold, his houses, or his lands, and withholds

them, till death releases his miser’s clutch, from any good for God or

humanity! A Christian, who professes to believe that, if he had
gained the whole world, it would not be worth a single soul; yet gives

not of his substance, or, if he gives, doles out his paltry pittance with a

reluctant and regretful hand to the great work of redeeming a world
of lost souls, and converting them to God ! A Christian, if such be
possible, for whom Christ died—Christ, who, “ though he was rich,

yet for his sake became poor, that he through his poverty might be-

come rich”—yet who “seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his

bowels of compassion from him!” A Christian, who professes to value

the salvation of the souls of his household beyond their mere temporal
interests; yet trains them for the world, and hoards the world for

them, to leave its wealth to perish in their hands by evil travail, and
pamper their lusts for hell!



374 BANNER OF THE COVENANT.

Suppose such a Christian to have attained the riches for which he
laboured—suppose him to be wealthy, yet a covetous, close-fisted,

world-driving, mammon-worshipping man—like Ephraim, “a cake not

turned,” hot and burnt as a cinder toward earth, but cold, or not

sufficiently warmed for health and salvation, toward heaven! How
injurious is the presence of such a man in the church ! If, as the

animal system has the power in some cases to detect and eject poison,

so the church could thrust forth such men from hor communion, with

their unblessed wealth, rather than court their fellowship, as is some-
times done, it would be far better for the church’s cause. Wealth in

her midst, without corresponding liberality, is a curse and a blight

even upon her revenues. It is an example that dwarfs the liberality

of the mass. One widow, to cast her mite into the treasury, would do
far more in the end for the cause of Christ. Besides, if this wealth

were divided and scattered among the poor in the church, much larger,

from their hands, would be the aggregate deposited in the church’s

treasury, and sent forth as streams of salvation upon the world. They
absorb like Gideon’s fleece. Death’s hand alone wrings out in showers

of blessing that which they have arrested and diverted to their own
selfish ends. The church and the world are richer far in their bank-

ruptcy than in their enriching—in their adversity than in their pros-

perity—in their death than in their life. After all they have gathered

with grasping hand, and gorged with insatiate maw, they remain poor

in liberality, ill-favoured to God, the gospel, and humanity. The
lean kine of Pharaoh’s vision present their true similitude:—“I stood

upon the bank of the river. And, behold, there came up out of the

river seven kine, fat-fleshed and well-favoured; and they fed in a

meadow. And, behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor,

and very ill-favoured, and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in all the

land of Egypt for badness: and the lean and ill-favoured kine did eat

up the first seven fat kine: and when they had eaten them up, it could

not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill-favoured

as at the beginning.” B.

New Castle, Pa., October 3 1st. 1S54.

THE TWO students; or, will it pay?
BY MISS C. W. BURBER.

“ He that watereth, shall be watered also himself.”

—

Solomon.

One warm, sleepy afternoon in August, two young men sat together in their room, in

the college buildings at A . Their appearance partook of the general languor of

the evening—one had his feet thrown over the arms of his rocking chair, and was sway-
ing his body to and fro, with an easy motion; the other had thrown his upon the window
casement, and although he was busily talking, still his eyes were fixed upon the tall oak
whose green and glossy leaves were twinkling in the golden sun-light.
“ The great question of the age is, Stearns,” said the one in the rocking chair, til Will

it pay?’ The farmer asks it before he engages in agriculture—the merchant makes it

his song night and day—the physician, the artist, the teacher, and the statesman all re-echo

the question—* Will it pay ? ’ Now, why do you object to my doing the same thing— to

my asking the same question, seriously, before studying for the ministry ?
( Will it pay ?

}

Tt will not do it. I have made a computation. I find that the business is a beggarly one.

My father tried it before me. I have the lights of his experience to go by. The fact of

the matter is, it will not pay, and that is the reason why so few young men can be found,

who are willing to enlist in the work. I remember the old parsonage at home, with its

poorly furnished rooms, its faded carpets, its empty pantry, its throngs of company, and

its troubled faces, when long bills were presented for payment, by men who had not and
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•would not pay their proportion of my father’s salary. I remember how my mother and
sisters had to turn my old coats, and rob themselves of many necessaries, and my younger
brother of many articles of wearing apparel, before my wardrobe was decently fitted for

a three years’ existence at college. I know how it is expected that a minister will be
the first to subscribe to every benevolent scheme, and the last to receive money into his

own coffers. I know how mankind think that it is a great condescension on their part to

go to hear him preach—to criticise his sermons, and make fun, perhaps, of his tone and
gestures, without reflecting for a moment that it is their duty to pay for what they re-
ceive. No, no, Stearns, you are a good-hearted fellow, and I would take your advice
about most things; but ‘ I have seen the elephant, trunk and all,’ as the saying is, and I

can’t become a Presbyterian minister, much as I honour and esteem the profession. It

will not pay .”

A sorrowful expression came to the large, full eyes of the student before the window.
He did not reply immediately, but reached up his hand and brushed away a fly, which
was sitting on his broad white forehead.
“ It will not pay !

” he at length repeated, slowly, as if to himself. “ Henry Howard,
I too have made a computation upon this subject—made it upon my knees before high
heaven, and I know that it will pay. I have the testimony of all the apostles, martyrs
and saints who have gone before me, that it does pay. I have the seal, signet, and word
of Jehovah himself, that it shall pay. Moreover, I have just read in my pocket Bible,

a fearful denunciation pronounced against those who conclude, as I fear you have done,
that piety and preaching are ill-starred things in this sin-stricken world. ‘ Cursed,’ says

the prophet, ‘ be the man that departeth from Him : he shall be as the heath in the desert,

which seeth not when good cometh, and shall inhabit the parched places of the wilderness.’

By this we see that the worldly-minded are not always paid in very good coin, much as

they may calculate upon beforehand. I grant that Protestant clergymen are poorly re-

munerated as a general thing, in dollars and cents. I know that parsonage cupboards
get empty, and old coats are well worn before they can be laid aside. But I know also

that the minister need never be apprehensive of starving. He who fed the Israelites with
manna for forty years, will not forget his servants. He who clothes the lily of the valley

will not quite forsake his ministers. They shall have their pay, full measure, pressed

down and running over. It shall come, too, when the dross of this earth, if weighed,
will be found lighter than vanity. When the mists of time are dissolving in the sunlight

of eternity—when the lip grows speechless, and the eye waxes dim—when the rigidity

of death steals over brow, and limb and feature—when life is known to be a shadow, and
eternity the substance—then will the truth of that assertion be tested by God’s faithful

heralds, ‘ he who winneth souls is wise.’ Dr. Payson, when he arrived at this point,

shouted, ‘peace, peace! victory, victory!’ Said he, ‘Oh, if ministers only saw the in-

conceivable glory that is before them, and the preciousness of Christ, they would not be
able to refrain from going about, leaping and clapping their hands for joy, and exclaim-
ing— ‘I am a minister of Christ! I am a minister of Christ!’ He found that it would

Pav”
The heavenly-minded Martyn breathed, among his last aspirations, the following

words : ‘ Oh ! when shall time give place to eternity ? When shall appear the new heaven
and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness 1” There he felt that he should reap the

fruit of all his toil, and faith, and patience. He was quite sure of his pay.
Brainerd, when he supposed himself to be dying, and was almost speechless, was heard

by one w’ho sat very near to him, to say, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly; Oh ! why
is thy chariot so long in coming ?’ After some time had elapsed, he said again, ‘ He will

come—he will not tarry. I shall soon be in glory. I shall soon glorify God with the

angels.’ His pay he felt to be certain, and exceedingly great. It will not do for the
young men of the present day to say that the ministry will not pay, and refuse to enter

it on that account, lest when the day of final reckoning come, it be found that it has
paid, but ‘ the fearful and the unbelieving’ are shut forever out of that city, whose foun-

dations are ‘garnished with all manner of precious stones.’

Young Howard’s face grew very serious. ‘After all,’ he said mentally, ‘ I may be mis-

taken. I have only looked upon the dark and earthly side of the picture. Stearns must
be right. Christianity is a fable, or else the gospel ministry will pay .’

—

Western Casket.

THE DEAD ALIVE.

I was riding lately through a little village in the state of New York, when my compa-
nion, the minister of the place, called my attention to a small house that had evidently
just been enlarged and painted. He then related the following facts :

Three years ago the owner of that house was so great a drunkard, that his wife declared

he had not been sober in twenty years. About that time a revival of religion prevailing

in this part of my congregation, I spoke of my intention to visit the whole neighbourhood,
house by house. “You don’t mean to visit my house?” said this man, wTho had heard
the notice. “Yes, I do, and you may tell your wife to have the kettle on the stove, for
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I mean to take tea with you.” This doubled his surprise; but he cheerfully consented

to the arrangement, and the visit was made.
From that time, according to the testimony of his wife, he became a daily reader of the

Bible; his habits of drinking were soon abandoned, and at length he made a profession of

religion, which he never dishonoured. Shortly after his conversion, indeed, his friends

were in great anxiety for him. An election day was approaching with its fearful temp-
tations. They held a special prayer meeting at his house on the preceding evening,

and a faithful elder called on him the next morning to remind him of his danger. But
the day passed safely. He did not leave his shop, which at such times scarcely ever had
rung with the blow of his hammer, except while depositing his vote. The habits of a

lij^-time were broken. Industry, respectability, thrift have all followed in the train of

piety
;
and that house which a few years ago was hardly tenable, is only one of the evi-

dences of the change.

The narrative and our ride ended together. We were going to a prayer-meeting. We
found the room filled with men and women. Among the former, there was one whose
look of sense and character quite struck me. Before the meeting was ended, this man
with others bore his testimony to the preciousness of the religion of Christ. Well might
he

;
for 1 learned to my surprise, that he was the subject of my friend’s account. “How-

beit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me, first, Jesus Christ might show forth all

long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life ever-

lasting.” 1 Tim. i. 16.

Death-bed Eloquence.—The work ofpreachingChristisnot restricted to anytime
or place, or favoured class of individuals. A Wilberforce could proclaim the gospel

of love on the floor of Parliament House, though he never wore a surplice, and
never had a bishop’s hand on his honoured head. Thomas Cranfield, the lay

philanthropist, preached to the boisterous rabble of London till they proposed a

“ three cheers” for his thrilling exhortation. Hannah More preached Christ in the

drawing-room; Elizabeth Fry in the prison-cell, and the lately departed Meeks
preached in the Sabbath-school teacher’s chair. Harlan Page scattering tracts

through a city work-shop; Neal Dow pleading against the dram-shops; Nettleton

whispering his solemn words in an inquiry meeting; the Dairyman’s Daughter
murmuring the name of Jesus with her faint, dying voice; and the Shepherd of Salis-

bury Plain leaning on his crook to talk of eternity to a passer-by, were all of them
intensely earnest preachers of righteousness.

The Church has had few more faithful preachers than Thomas Halyburton, who,
a century and a half ago, sat in the “ divinity chair” of the Scotch University of St.

Andrew’s. And his most impressive discourses wrere delivered on a dying bed.

“This is the best pulpit,” said he, “that ever 1 was in; I am laid on this bed for

this end, that I may commend my Lord.”
The sermons which Halyburton preached, when in health, to the students of St.

Andrew’s are now nearly perished; but the diary of the last happy weeks and months
in his sick chamber never can be forgotten. It is a book for every room of suffer-

ing. To his wife, who stood weeping by his bed-side, he once said, “My sweet
bird, are you here? I am no more thine. I am the Lord’s. On the day I took

you by the hand in marriage, I wist not how I could ever get my heart off you again,

but now I have got it done. Do not weep; you should rather rejoice. Ptejoice

with me, and let us exalt His name together. We shall be one family in heaven,
but you must even stay awhile after me to take care of God’s bairns.” At another

time he remarked to her. after a night of excruciating pain :
—“Jesus came to me

in the third watch of the night, walking upon the waters; and he said tx> me, 1
1 am

Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end; I have the keys of hell and of death.’

He stilled the tempest in my soul, and lo ! there was a sweet calm!”
When the eighty-fourth Psalm had been sung for him he said:—“I have always

had a mistuned voice, but worst of all a mistimed heart

;

but shortly, when I join the

temple-service above, there shall not be, world without end, one string of my affec-

tions out of tune.” To his aged elder he remarked :—“Jamie, ye are an auld man,
and I am dying; yet the child is going to die an hundred years old. I am like a
shock of corn fully ripe. I have ripened fast under the bright Sun of Righteousness,
and I have had brave showers.”
We have read of many sublime displays of courage in the dying hour, but never

met with such a calm confronting of the King of terrors as the following passage
displays:—“ I am not acting the fool,” said he to his physician, “but I have weighed
eternity during the past night. I have looked on death as stripped of all things

pleasant to nature; I have considered the spade and the grave, and every circumstance
in death that is terrible to us! And under the view of all these, I found that in the



DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS. 377

ways of God that gave me satisfaction—not merely a rational satisfaction, but a

heart-engaging power that makes me rejoice.” In these days of sudden departures

at the stroke of the cholera pestilence, how cheering to read such lofty words!

On the morning of the 23d of September 17 12, he went down into the dark valley.

Yet he did not go alone, nor did the calm sunshine withdraw from his pathway
;

in

the even-time it was light about him. Just before he died he said:—“I am think-

ing on the pleasant spot of earth that I will get to lie in, close beside Mr. Rutherford

and Principal Anderson. I will come in as the little one among them, and I will

get my little George in my hand, and 0 ! we will be a group of bonnie dust!” During

the last six hours, his voice failed him. But his angelic face was eloquent, and
when he could not speak, he gently clapped his hands in triumph. So died the

holy Halyburton; and on all the face of our sinful earth, the ministering angels of

God beheld that day no other scene that was more like the heaven which they had
left. Reader, may our last end be like his !— Christian Intelligencer.

jfcintflB ®Cvclc.

DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS.

Mr. Editor,—It is usual to address children on the above caption, but I think pa-

rents the proper subjects. “Honour thy father and mother,” is the command of

God’s law
;
and parents generally expect it. Do parents ever think that to be ho-

noured by their children, they must themselves be honourable persons'? If they

are not, they might as well expect their children to love pain, or to despise plea-

sure.

Many parents esteemed honourable in the community, appear not so to their

children. This is best illustrated by an incident. A Methodist lady of precious

acquaintance, who had an only child, related to me the following:

—

“ When my son was scarcely three years old, 1 was one day under the neces-

sity of correcting him for falsehood. 1 then took him up in my arms and affec-

tionately reasoned with him on the shame and sin of his conduct. Encouraged
by my kindness, the little fellow to my astonishment spake out.

“ ‘ Ma, you whip me because I tell story, and you tell story, too.’
II ‘My son, when did I tell you a story?’
II

I

Yesterday, ma; you told me to quit pushing the chair across the room, or

you ’d whip me. 1 didn’t quit, and you didn’t whip me, ma.’
“Then l learned that children observe our inconsistencies much sooner than I

had expected. From that day I was by far more circumspect.”
It would not grieve children if promises were always forgotten. But the habit

of making and forgetting all promises, is by far too common. The effect is, that

parents lose their reputation of truth-telling with their children. I have conversed
with many persons on this subject; and, without exception, all whose recollection

went back to infancy declared that the impression made on their youthful minds
was that their parents were frequently guilty of falsehood. And, if many parents

would falsify to their neighbours one-third of the promises they do to their children,

they would be known in the community as notorious liars. Then, can parents,

appearing so dishonourable to their children, expect to be honoured by them ? Can
reproofs, or corrections, for falsehoods, be received as any thing else than provocations

to wrath? Instead of thinking on the sin committed, will not the child think of the

injustice of being punished by parents for an offence they have themselves fre-

quently committed?
Parents may think it a small matter to forget and disappoint a child of a visit,

a ride, or a baby-doll. But these things seem as important to the child as an
estate to grown persons; the disappointment is as keenly felt; and the impression
as deeply made that falsehood has been told, as when men disappoint one another
in grave matters.

It has been related to me by old persons that one of the fathers of our church
advised to disappoint children : that it w’ould prepare them to bear the disappoint-
ments of life. He allowred that parents might raise their expectations very high;
and just when the children were ready to be off on a pleasure excursion they
should command them to remain at home ! I doubt not that disappointments are
good for children. But equally clear is the conviction on my mind, that the bene-
fit of such disappointments will be more than doubly balanced by the loss of cha-
racter which the parents, dealing so arbitrarily and untruthfully, will sustain in the
minds of their children.
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Promises to children should be fulfilled with scrupulous exactness; more so than
those made to men. In promises to men there are always implied conditions. If

these interfere, it can be explained, and the reputation of the delinquent suffer no
harm. But not so to children. Promises to them seem absolute: they cannot un-
derstand an apology. Those,, therefore, who are in the habit of promising to them,
and forgetting, had better fulfil, at whatever sacrifice. Ride back to town, ten
miles, next day, for the forgotten knife or toy. rather than lose reputation with your
disappointed boy. A few sacrifices of this kind will soon correct two dishonourable
points in your character: it will improve your recollection of promises, and it will

cure you of making promises without thinking.

Intimately connected with fidelity to children is the manifestation of regard for

them. The last few years of my life I have travelled much
;
hence in many families

;

and seen much. I have seen the bearded man say to his feeble mother, Shall I

go? or, do this?” not because he wanted the advice of her superior judgment; but
in deference to her feelings. I have seen the stripling disobey the commands of
the stern father; and I have heard many a complaint of parents, that their children

did not honour and love them as they should. The thought struck me, years ago,

that these parents had “sown the wind, and were now reaping the whirlwind.”
They are the older, and should not only first love, but also manifest love to

their children. Observation has borne testimony to all this. Show me a father

whose grown children show no respect; and I will show you a father, who, when
they were infants, was either untruthful and variable in his conduct—one day all

love, and for a week cross and stern—or else never spoke to them except to

give commands. On the other hand, show me a father who has always been truth-

ful to his children, and who manifested his love to them, so that the whole little

group would always be on the watch and with merry voices meet him at the gate,

and I will show you a father whose grown children will honour him, and when he
has “'gone the way of all the living,”' will still think of him as their honoured
and lamented counsellor.

Many parents, we are persuaded, deceive themselves. They are so engaged
in increasing wealth, to dress, educate, and outfit their families, that they have no
time for the mutual interchange of kind feelings. But they think the love of their

children should be called forth by these benefits. In this, however, they are de-

ceived. They never cultivated their affections. The black nurse, to whose care

the infant’s days were committed, has stolen away the affection that was due to

the parent.

Parents, before you make another complaint about the disobedience of your
children, think how little you have done to sustain an honourable character in

their eyes. How often have you deceived them ! How little have you manifested
a parent’s love ! And how often have you reproved them for doing the same
things which you often do! A Friend of Children.—Due-West Telescope.

The Boy at the Dyke.—It is said that a little boy in Holland was returning one

night from a village to which he had been sent by his father on an errand, when
he noticed the water trickling through a narrow opening in the dyke. He stopped

and thought what the consequence would be if the hole was not closed. He knew,
for he had often heard his father tell, the sad disasters which happened from such

small beginnings; how in a few hours the opening would become bigger and big-

ger, and let in the mighty mass of waters pressing on the dyke, until the whole

defence being washed away, the rolling, dashing, angry waters would sweep on to

the next village, destroying life and property, and every thing in its way. Should

he run home and alarm the villagers, it would be dark before they could arrive,

and the hole might even then be so large as to defy all attempts to close it.

Prompted by these thoughts, he seated himself on the bank of the canal, stopped

the opening with his hand, and patiently waited the approach of some villager.

But no one came. Hour after hour rolled slowly by, yet there sat the heroic boy,

in cold and darkness, shivering, wet, and tired, but stoutly pressing his hand against

the dangerous breach. All night he stayed at his post. At last the morning broke.

A clergyman walking by the canal heard a groan, and looked around to see where
it came from. “ Why are you there, my child?” he asked, seeing the boy, and
surprised at his strange position. “I am keeping back the water, sir, and saving

the village from being drowned,” answered the child, with lips so benumbed with

cold that he could scarcely speak. The astonished minister relieved the boy. The
dyke was closed, and the danger which threatened hundreds of lives was prevented.

“Heroic boy ! What a noble spirit of self-devotedness he showed!” every one will
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exclaim. A heroic boy he indeed was; and what was it that sustained him through

that lonesome night"? Why, when his teeth chattered, his limbs trembled, and his

heart was wrung with anxiety, did he not fly to his safe and warm home? What
thought boqnd him to his seat? Was it not the responsibility ofhis position?- Did he not

determine to brave all the fatigue, the danger, the darkness, and the cold, in think-

ing what the consequences would be if he should forsake it? His mind pictured

the quiet homes and the beautiful farms of the people inundated by the flood of

water, and he determined to stay at his post or to die.

Now, there is a sense in which every person, every boy and girl, occupies a

position of far weightier responsibility than that of the little Hollander on that dark

and lonesome night; for, by the good or bad influence which you do anil shall exert,

you may be the means of turning a tide of wretchedness and eternal ruin, or a

pure stream of gladness and goodness on the world. God has given you somewhere

a post of duty to occupy, and you cannot get above or below your obligations to be
faithful in it. You are responsible for leaving your work undone, as well as having
it badly done. You cannot excuse yourself, saying, “I am nobody—I don’t exert

any influence;” for there is nobody so mean or so obscure that he has not some influ-

ence; and you have it whether you will or not, and you are responsible for the con-

sequences of that influence, whatever it is. Take your stand before the world then,

with a determination to devote your influence to virtue, to humanity, to God. Let

the children begin life and grow up with these solid principles of action, to fear and
honour God, to be true to your conscience, and to do all the good you can. Then
will your path indeed be like that of the just, which “shineth more and more unto

the perfect day.”

The Hidden Treasure.—The people of the shire in which the excellent Samuel
Rutherford lived and laboured, tell that there was found, some generations ago, in

the wall of the old chapel at Earlston, Kirkudbrightshire, a copy of YVickliffe’s

Bible. It seemed to have been shut up in that receptacle to hide it from the view
of its enemies; but no doubt it was the lamp of life to some godly souls, who,
perhaps in the silence of night, found opportunity to draw it from its ark, and pe-

ruse its pages. It seems that the Lollards of Kyle, which is the adjoining district,

had brought it to Earlston; and there were friends or members oi the family of

Earlston who embraced the Gospel, even in those days. May we not believe that

the Gordons of Earlston, in Rutherford’s days, were not a little indebted to the faith

and prayers of those ancient witnesses who hid the sacred treasure in the chapel
wall? Like a monk of Basle, their faith and patience were acknowledged in after

days, by the blessing sent down in that quarter, when the Lord in remembrance
of his hidden ones, both raised up the Gordons of Earlston, with many others of a
like spirit, and also sent thither his servant, Samuel Rutherford, to sound the silver

trumpet, and make the lamp of truth blaze like a torch over ail that region.— In-

trod. to Rutherford’s Letters.

Jioetrg.
“ COMETH FORTH AS A FLOWER.”

Too beautiful! too bright for earth! more than the light of life

Is radiant in that flashing eye, as if there were a strife

Of love, between earth’s beauteous ones here linked in heart with thee,

And heaven’s desire to win thee now, that there thy dwelling be.

A tenderer tint than beauty’s blush is mantling o’er thy cheek,

A softer smile than dwells on earth is floating round the meek
And peaceful lip of rosy bloom, now resting from that song

Thy soul’s sweet music has poured forth,—while fancy would prolong

Its tones as if they were not gone; and yet the softening thrill

Is lingering in the listening heart, with hope that visions still,

Drawn by that melody from where the full and glorious swell

Of seraph music floats abroad, may longer in it dwell.

Like a clear drop of heaven’s pure sea, on which the splendour shone
Of limpid glory, trembling, spread before the Eternal’s throne,

Gathers, when bent o’er sorrow’s tale, the bright tear in thine eye.

Or memory weeps the Cross’s woe, its shame, its agony.
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Art thou not more of heaven than earth? Dost thou not think it long
That life’s young years have kept thee here, even though thou dwell’st among
The smiling light which loving hearts spread o’er the scenes of time?
Droops not a bud of Eden in the wastes of earth’s chill clime?

The rootless flowers of tropic lands wave fragrant from their birth,

Wreathed round the tall palm’s shaded stem, refusing aught of earth,

Save breathings of the dewy breeze; so is thy resting place,

But not thy home, here where heaven’s dawn sheds bloom upon thy face.

Are there not songs unsung by man, untaught to human ear?

The wandering echoes of whose notes from heaven come floating here

Like angel whispers in the soul? Let then thy spirit rest,

Deserved in listening faith, to share such music in thy breast.

There is a spirit high above the loftiest dreams of man,
Breathed stirring o’er the soul’s deep thoughts, with wakeful sight to scan
The dawning star of heaven’s bright day, as will the dewy eye

Of mom’s sweet flower expand to catch the radiance of the sky,

Poured from the reddening east, along the vale, the blushing stream,

The dew-bespangled steeps of earth
;

so hope will watch the beam
Which spreads, and aye shall spread, abroad in loving splendour down
From the dear Saviour’s throne, to blaze on many a starry crown.

Let thy young thoughts thus ever dwell where thousands bloom like thee,

Let thy young ear be open still to heaven’s sweet melody,

Which falls more deeply on the soul, as flow the passing years,

And gladdens with a sunnier smile life’s face, more wet with tears.

Although it be that light not earth’s is radiant in thine eye,

And though thy fair cheek’s beauteous blush is softer than the dye

Which earth’s life gives, yet to fond hearts, may thy smile lingering still,

Be long a brightening ray to break through clouds of coming ill.

Why shouldst thou fear? the moon’s fair face receives no earthly stain;

Though storms close round her and pass on, we greet her smile again;

So let high thoughts still give the light which gleams upon thy brow,

And heaven’s pure tenderness beam through thine eye as it does now.

Let not the earth become thy world, though here thou lingerest yet,

Let not earth’s visions dim thy sight, where thy heart’s aim is set.

What faith, hope, love, in scenes of time, have shadowed forth, shall come,

When beauty all too bright for earth is welcomed to its home.

LINES.

[Written on a sleepless night during sickness.]

How welcome shines the morning light,

Within the casement clear,

As, after dull and tedious night,

It comes arrayed in colours bright,

The sick man’s couch to cheer

!

0 thus, when life is ebbing fast,

Lord, leave me not forlorn

!
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But as my night of woe rolls past,

That night of sin and pain the last,

Upon thy suffering servant cast

Beams of eternal morn

!

“LET THERE BE LIGHT.”

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.

“Let there be light; thus spake the Word

;

The Word was God; “and there was
Still the creative voice was heard; [light/.

”

A day is born from every night.

And every night shall hymn to day,

While months, and years, and ages roll,

But we have seen a brighter ray

Dawn on the chaos of the soul.

Nor we alone
;

its wakening smiles

Have broke the gloom of Pagan sleep.

The work hath reached the utmost Isles :

God's Spirit moves upon the deep.

Already from the dust of death,

Man in his Maker’s image stands;

Once more he diaws immortal breath,

And stretches forth to heaven his hands.

From day to day, before our eyes.

Glows and extends the work begun.
Then shall the new creation rise

On every land beneath the sun !

When in the sabbath of his love,

Shall God amidst his labours rest;

And, bending from his throne above,

Again pronounce his creatures blest ?

Soon the redeemed in every clime,

Yea, all that breathe, and move, and live,

To Christ, through every age of time,

Shall kingdoms, power, and glory give.

#t)(tun(rg.

Died, in Houston, Texas, on the 3d of October last, Miss Mary Ann G. Alexan-
der. She was born and raised in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and was, at

the time of her death, a member of the Fourth Ref. Presbyterian Congregation in

this city.

To those who had the pleasure of her acquaintance, it is not necessary to speak
of her excellent endowments, literary attainments, and Christian virtues.

Her attachment to her Church was strong and unwavering; and, while she took

a deep interest in her efforts to spread the gospel among the heathen, she was a

zealous promoter of the Associations in the congregation of which she was a mem-
ber, for sustaining missions, aiding the Sabbath school and clothing the poor.

Her deportment, walk and conversation were in accordance with the principles

of that holy religion which she professed.

In her intercourse with the world, her manners were those of the lady and the

Christian; and it is believed by the writer, who knew her well, in whose house
she was always a welcome visitant, and on whose ministry she attended, that she
had not an enemy.
Though there was no necessity that she should leave her friends and relatives to

go to so distant a part of our country as that in which she died, yet such were the

promptings of her noble spirit, that she preferred a position of active usefulness

—

one in which, while she duly regarded her own interests, she might efficiently and
widely promote those of her fellow human beings.

She died far away from the relatives to whom she was dear; and this is doubt-

less one ingredient of bitterness, in the cup of sorrow, which they now drink with
many a tear. But she fell not by the destroyer’s hand, without being surrounded
by friends who spared no exertions to minister to her comforts in her illness and
dying moments. From them we learn that, in the full possession of her mental
powers, she met death with a Christian fortitude and entire resignation to the will

of her Heavenly Father. Her dying pillow was smoothed, in turn, by those friends

to whom, in their sickness, she had ministered.
How soothing and comforting to the lacerated hearts of those surviving relations

who mourn her death, to know that her sickness and last moments—marked by
faith in her Redeemer and trust in her new covenant God—were sustained and
gladdened by the principles and promises of the religion which she had so long
and consistently professed; and that, full of the hope of a glorious resurrection,

and a blessed immortality through Him who is the resurrection and the life, she
fell asleep in Jesus.

‘ f Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith

the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”
Rev. c. xiv. v. 13.
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ittfsccllnucous.

YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA.

On the evening of the 15th of June last, in accordance with a pub-
lished call, signed by many Christian ministers and laymen, “ a meet-
ing of Christians of all evangelical denominations” was held in the

Musical Fund Hall, for the purpose of “ forming a Young Men’s
Christian Association.”

This meeting was numerously attended. Mr. George H. Stuart,

being called to the Chair, made a brief statement of the object of the

meeting, and then introduced the Rev. Mr. Dickinson, who offered a

fervent prayer that the blessing of Almighty God might attend the

deliberations of the evening. Able and appropriate addresses were
then delivered by Rev. Drs. Dowling, Brainerd, and others, after which
the names of those willing to form themselves into an Association, on
the basis of the “ New York Young Men’s Christian Association,”

(the Constitution of which was read,) were taken, and a Committee,
consisting of one from each evangelical denomination represented,

was appointed to make arrangements for the call of another meeting
at as early a period as practicable.

The second public meeting was held on the evening of June 19th.

A large number, both of ministers and laymen from the different

churches, was in attendance, and the proceedings were characterized

by a delightful spirit of harmony and good will. At this meeting, the

name of the society was agreed upon, as given at the head of this ar-

ticle, and the Constitution adopted, which is similar, in every essen-

tial point, to that of the New York Association, and to those of other

societies of like title, which have been established, and are success-

fully operating in various cities and towns of this country and of

Europe.

The great object of the Association is “ to promote evangelical re-

ligion among the young men of this city and vicinity,” or, as ex-

pressed in the first article of the Constitution, to promote “ the im-

provement of the spiritual, mental and social condition of young men.”
It is made the duty of the members to “seek out young men taking

up their residence in Philadelphia and its vicinity, and endeavour to

bring them under moral and religious influences, by aiding them in

the selection of suitable boarding places and employment, by intro-

ducing them to the members and privileges of the Association, securing

their attendance at some place of worship on the Sabbath, and by
every means in their power, surrounding them w'ith Christian asso-

ciates.”

To set forth the means by which the Association proposes to carry

out its object, and extend its usefulness, we would call attention to

the following extracts from the By-laws :

—

Art. 1.

—

Sect. 1.—There shall be established at the rooms of the Association, a i-

brary of bound volumes, periodicals and papers, selected under the care of the Board of

Managers; which shall be open every week-day from 2 to 10 P. M.
Art. 2.—The following means, in addition to the establishment of a library, shall

be some of those authorized by the Association for the extension of its usefulness.

Sect. 1.—Devotional meetings, weekly; at each of which, those present shall choose

a leader for the next subsequent occasion, upder such regulations as shall be prescribed

by the Board of Managers.
Sect. 2.—An annual course of lectures, during the winter months, on subjects calcu-

lated to interest young men
;

also, during as much of the year as practicable, regular
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lectures or sermons on Sabbath evenings, by clergymen of the various denominations

who may consent.

Sect. 3.—A book shall be kept at the rooms of the Association, containing a list of

Sabbath Schools needing teachers, with the name and denomination of the church to which
they are attached, and the locality thereof.

Sect. 4.—At the regular monthly meetings of the Association, there shall be presented

an essay by a member of the Association, on a subject previously assigned him; alter-

nating monthly, with a written review of some book; the subject to be of a moral or re-

ligious character, not sectarian or political, and in length limited to fifteen minutes; af-

ter which, the subject shall be thrown open to the Association for general discussion.

Sect. 5.—No essay, review or motion of a sectarian or political character, shall be
entertained by the Association, nor shall any denominational reference be made in debate.

Sect. 6.—In case any member shall be about to leave this city for other places, in

which are similar Associations, he shall, on requesting the same, and on recommenda-
tion of the Committee on Credentials, receive from the President and Corresponding
Secretary, a card of introduction to the officers of those societies.

Sect. 7.—There shall be appointed annually the following Committees :

—

1. A committee of six on essays and reviews, who shall assign at each monthly meet-
ing, a suitable subject for an essay oi review, to some member of the Association, with
his consent, who shall present said essay or review, at the next stated meeting. This
committee shall file and preserve the original papers, in the library of the Association.

2. A committee of twelve, to aid strangers in selecting places of worship.
3. A committee of twelve, to aid members and strangers in selecting suitable board-

ing houses.

4. A committee of twelve, to aid members and strangers in procuring places of em-
ployment.

5. A committee of twelve, to visit sick members.
6. A committee of six, on credentials, including the President and Secretaries of the

Association.

7. Except on special motion to the contrary, all committees shall be appointed by
the presiding officer of the Association.

Art. 3.—The following shall be the Order of Business, at the regular monthly meet-
ings of the Association.— 1. Reading the Scriptures and Prayer.—2. Reading the Jour-
nal of th^ preceding Meeting.—3. Report of the Eoard of Managers.—4. Reports of

Committees in writing.—5. Election of members.—G. Proposal of members.—7. Es-
say or Review, 15 minutes.—S. Discussion thereon, 30 minutes.— 9. Mutual introduc-

tions, general conversation, &c., 15 minutes.— 10. Unfinished business.— 11. Miscella-
neous business, such as extracts from interesting correspondence with similar Associa-
tions by the Corresponding Secretary; general intelligence tending to advance the inte-

rests of the Society, and brief statements of the condition of its business affairs, when
called for.— 12. Singing.— 13. Prayer.

The following is a list of the officers of the Association, for the cur-

rent year:

—

President—George H. Stuart, No. 13 Bank Street. Vice Presidents—James Stratton,

Protestant Episcopal; Edwin Hall, Baptist; John Sparhawk, New School Presbyterian ;

Charles E. Morgan, Old School Presbyterian; David W. Denison, Reformed Presbyte-
rian; Charles F. Mayer, Reformed Butch; John Wiest, Jr., German Reformed; R. S.

Walton, Independent; Edmund S. Yard, Methodist Episcopal; Rev. David Wilson,
Methodist Protestant; Rev. J. T. Ward, Free Protestant; Samuel W. Van Culin, Disci-
ples of Christ; Daniel S. Gable, Lutheran; Bradford Ritter, Moravian; William Getty,
Associate Reformed; Thomas Stinson, Associate Presbyterian. Recording Secretary—James C. Scott, No. 4 State House Row, Chestnut Street. Corresponding Secre-
tary—John C. Morgan, M. D., 772 Market Street, above Eighteenth. Treasurer—
William G. Crowell, No. 174 Walnut Street.

Besides the meetings which have already been mentioned, several

others, of considerable interest have been held, many new members
being added at each, until now the number exceeds three hundred, com-
prising some from nearly every evangelical church in our city.

The rooms of the Association are in the second story of ISTo. 162
Chestnut Street, below Seventh, (Swaim’s Buildings.) They are hand-
somely fitted up, and furnished with books, newspapers, magazines
and reviews of a religious and literary character, such as cannot fail

to delight and profit all who avail themselves of the privilege of visit-

ing so pleasant a place. These rooms should certainly be a great
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centre of attraction to our young men, and we have no doubt they
will be so, when the advantages of visiting them become widely known.
There Christians of various denominations may meet and mingle their

sympathies, and realize the preciousness of such association. “ Be-
hold,” we trust all will be constrained to say concerning this Society,
“ behold, how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell to-

gether in unity !”

“ Where unity takes place,

The joys of heaven we prove;
This is the gospel grace,

The unction from above,
The Spirit, on all believers shed,

Descending swift from Christ, our Head .
55

(All religious papers please copy.)

(From the Scottish Presbyterian.)

APPEAL IN BEHALF OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, LIVERPOOL,
BY PROFESSOR M’MILLAN, OF AMERICA.

Liverpool, Oct. 17th, 1854.
Dear Sir,—Before leaving finally the shores of Great Britain, for those of my native

and beloved country, the United States, allow me to say a word in behalf of the brethren

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Liverpool. There is a worthy band of brethren
in this city struggling earnestly and faithfully to introduce and to sustain the cause

of the Redeemerr as professed by the Church ot their Fathers. These brethren deserve

support and encouragement, in every way that their case and their cause requires. I am
satisfied that if their condition were known, and the importance of the position which
they occupy fully understood, that one united effort would be made in all our churches,

both in Great Britain and in America, to plant a church in this city. Liverpool is, and
will be, the great commercial city of this country. It has upwards of 400,1)00 inhabi-

tants, extensively leavened, I trust, with the leaven of the gospel. Here the Reformed
Presbyterian Church should have her banner unfolded in behalf of the prerogatives of the

Redeemer, and of the claims of his law over men and nations. To do so is an enterprise

worthy of the united efforts of the church in both worlds. There is scarcely a month or

week in which brethren from distant places are not arriving at, or departing from, Liver-

pool. No less than on last Sabbath, a communion Sabbath in this church, five brethren,

missionaries, on their way to Jewish and Gentile worlds, were present in the assembly.

How delighted were they to find brethren in this place, to greet them and to help them
on in their way in a godly sort.

You know it does no good to talk and write about a good matter, unless there be some
appropriate action. I propose to my Scottish brethren, to take hold and to give material

aid in this matter. You have promising young men in your Hall, soon to be licensed

—

you have valuable ministers, some of whom, if I be not mistaken, are labouring faith-

luily in a limited field, any of whom might be thankful for an open door to labour in

Liverpool. I know not of a place where a young man, or any man of suitable age could

be more advantageously placed for high and holy ends. Suitable men are in our midst.

Let, then, a united effort be made by the churches, both in Ireland, Scotland and Ameri-
ca, to place a man of suitable talents in this church. Let that aid be, say for five years,

giving time for labour and fair experiment. Let that aid be given liberally, gradually

diminishing every year, as we trust the church in Liverpool would be gradually be-

coming self-sustaining. I say again, let some of your worthy young licentiates, or, if

you like, some of your ordained ministers, in a regular way, be placed here, enjoying the

countenance and support of the whole church, it is a work on which the Head of the

Chu ch would look with approbation—a work for which the mouths of brethren here

would be filled with laughter, and say, “ The Lord hath done great things for us.
55

Yours, truly, ‘ H.M‘MILLAN.
[Note.—We very much sympathize in the object of Mr. M'Millan’s appeal. It has

long appeared to us most desirable that the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland

should (to use the expression of our Correspondent) £i take hold 55 of the large commercial

cities of England, whither her sons are every year betaking themselves. A number of

years ago, supplies were sent both to Liverpool and Manchester; but they were discon-

tinued on account of difficulties which we are not in circumstances to explain. The in-

terest of friends in Scotland was very distinctly shown in behalf of Liverpool when they

contributed to a considerable amount for the erection of a church during the period of

Mr. Nevin’s labours there, and it is to be presumed that this sum is still in reserve to

aid in the object now proposed. We have no doubt that were the case of the brethren
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in Liverpool, who, we are well aware, are exertiug themselves in a praiseworthy man-

ner to support the ordinances of the gospel, brought by them in a definite form before the

Scottish Synod, they would receive all possible sympathy and encouragement.

—

Ed. S. P.]

—Scottish Presb. Mag.

GENERAL VIEW OF PRESBYTERIANISM.
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General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States of America (New
School,) 23 108 1,562 1,661 114 141,477

Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in

the United States of America, 3 31 296 441 31,942 4 5

Associate Presbyterian Synod of North Ame-
rica, 1 17 114 250 18,157 3

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North Ame-
rica, including both Synods, 2 12 103 131 19 13,172 2 2

General Assembly of the Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church in North America, . 30 100 900 1,300 100,000 1

Established Presbyterian Church of Scotland,

with its dependencies, .... 21 111 1,279 1,378

Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, with

its dependencies, 22 91 977 1,048

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Ireland, 5 36 639 488

United Presbyterian Synod in Scotland, 1 31 570 560

Refonned Presbyterian Church in Scotland, . ] 6 36 40

United Original Seceders in Scotland. 1 4 13 25

Associate Presbyterians in Ireland, — — 6 7

Reformed Presbyterians in Ireland, 2 7 32 33
1

Close of the Session of the Theological Hall of the Scottish Ref. Pres. Stxod.
—The Synod’s Committee on the Hall met in Great Hamilton street Glasgow, on the 22d
of September, when the labours of the session were closed. The members of Committee
reported on the examination which had taken place on the Interses sional Course of Study
at the commencement of the Session, and, considering the limited time allowed to the
students to return answers to the questions proposed, these were deemed satisfactory.

The Professors, Dr3 . Symington and Goold, gave a very gratifying account of the course
they had pursued respectively in the discharge of their duties, and of the decided progress
made by the young men in the prosecution of their studies. The subjects treated of, the
number of lectures delivered and of meetings held, and the regularity of each student’s
attendance, with his attention to the exercises prescribed, were ail special!}- reported.
Specimens of the essays written for the several classes, and of the examinations in Church
History, in the course of the Session, were also given by several of the students. The
number of young men in attendance was nineteen, which may be regarded as unusuallv
large, considering that the brethren in Ireland have now a Theological Institution of their
own, and that the wonted proportion from the sister island were consequently awanting.
Of these, one was a student of the fifth year, four of the fourth

,
one of the third

,
three of

the second,
and ten of the first. Besides, two students, connected with other churches

1854.—25
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had at i e lded Professor Symington's morning lectures. It was extremely gratifying to

hear the professor speak in such terms of the ability, diligence, progress, and good con-
duct of those under their charge, and to find that the students entertained the profoundest
respect and affection for their teachers. Such things augur well for the prospects of the
Divinity Ilall, and encourage the hope that God has great work still to be accomplished
by the church of our fathers. The Synod has prepared a course of study well adapted
to the exigencies of the present times—promising young men are showing themselves
willing and ready to undertake the labour of such a preparatory course—and the duty
of training them has happily been devolved on persons whom the Head of the Church
has eminently fitted, by their gifts and graces, for the important work. Let prayers be
ofFered by the church in behalf of the sons of the prophets, and the servants of the Lord
who preside over them.
An address was delivered to the students at the close by the Rev. James Ferguson.

Ordination of the Rev. George Crazy at Paisley.—The ordination of the Rev.
George Clazy to the charge so long, and ably, and worthily filled by the late Professor

Symington, took place in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Oakshaw street, on Tues-
day, October 3. The Rev. A. Gilmour, of Greenock, preached an impressive and appro-
priate discourse, from the words, “ He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me.”
John xiii. 2<).

The Rev. Mr. MKinlay, of Renton, narrated the previous steps taken in the case,

proposed the questions of the formula, and ofFered up the ordination piayer, during which
Mr. Clazy was solemnly set apart to the office of a minister of the Gospel, “by the lay-

ing on of the hands of the Presbytery.^ The Rev. William M‘Lachlan, of Kilmalcolm,
then addressed the young minister and She people, in a manner at once solemn, faithful,

and affectionate. During the whole service, the church was crowded with a respectable

and most attentive audience. We have seldom seen so many people collected together

for religious exercises, on the forenoon of a week-day. At the conclusion, the members
of the congregation came forward in great numbers, and shook hands with Mr. Clazy, in

token of cordial welcome and esteem.

The Dinner .—A number of gentlemen dined together in the Saracen’s Head Inn. on

Tuesday afternoon, in honour of the occasion of Mr. Clazy’s ordination. The Rev. Mr.
Neilson, of Rothesay, moderator of the Presbytery, acted as chairman, and the Rev. Dr.

Baird and the Rev. Mr. Gilmour, as croupiers. The chairman was supported by the Rev.
Mr. Clazy, Dr. Bates, of Glasgow, the Rev. Mr. Thomson, of Paisley, Mr. Clazy, senr.,

and the Rev. Mr. M £Lachlan, of Kilmalcolm; and amongst the other gentlemen present

we observed the Rev. Mr. M-Kinlay, the Rev. Mr. France, the Rev. J. I. Dickson, the

Rev. A. Wilson, the Rev. Mr. Rennison, the Rev. J. B. Dickson, the Rev. J. M. Dixon,

the Rev. Mr. Hutton, the Rev. Mr. Pollock, the Rev. Mr. Fleming, the Rev. Mr. Pater-

son, Dr. Brunton, Arch. Gardner, Esq., Archd. Hodge, Esq., Alex Gardner, Esq., John
Symington, Esq., &c. Dr. Bates asked a .blessing, and Dr. Baird returned thanks. The
cloth having then been removed,
The Chairman, after mentioning that he had received a letter from Dr. Symington, of

Glasgow, expressing his regret that he could not be present on this occasion, said he had

been instructed, when requested to act as chairman, in the first place that there were to

be no toasts, and in the second place that there were to be no set speeches, and still the

dutiyihad been devolved upon him of keeping the company in excellent spirits; and he

hopy/liin some way or other this would be done. In some respects there were sad recol-

lections connected with their meetings to-day. Tt was impossible for them to forget

that what’ had led to those meetings was the removal from amongst them just twelve

months ago of their late very esteemed friend, Dr. Symington. He had no intention of

paying a tribute to the memory of Dr. Symington
;
his talents and ability were well known

to all present and throughout Scotland generally; and there was no exaggeration in say-

ing that he was very much esteemed and beloved in the town—this place wrhere he was

born, and where, for half a century, he exercised his ministry, and set such an excellent

Christian example. They could not but think that the time was coming when they

would follow their father to the land of deep forgetfulness, and it was right that their

minds should be solemnized by considerations of that kind. In other respects, what they

had been engaged in was calculated to produce a cheering effect, and had their deceased

father been alive to be consulted in the matter, he (the chairman) felt persuaded he would

have been delighted with the steps taken that day. His principal purpose in rising at

present was to introduce the Rev. Mr. Clazy, and in his presence it would be altogether

out of place to say any thing of his qualifications, abilities, and talents, but he hoped the

mantle of him who was gone would descend upon his successor, and as their father who
is with God delighted in the promotion of good will amongst men, he hoped their young

friend would come as a missionary of peace amongst them. He concluded by expressing

his own and the company’s good wishes for Mr. Clazy. (Applause.)
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Mr. Clazy said he would not attempt to make a formal speech, and merely rose for

the purpose of expressing his sincere acknowledgments for the kindness shown him on

the present occasion. He was a stranger to most of them, and he could not regard this

mark of esteem as personal to himself; but they were all acquainted with his predecessor,

and with the congregation with which he was now connected, and he regarded their pre-

sence therefore as an expression of sympathy with the latter and of esteem for the memory
of the former, and as evincing a desire that he (Mr. C.) should tread in his footsteps as

far as he was able. (Applause.) He sincerely thanked them for the welcome which
they had given him, and hoped that their future intercourse would be comfortable, agree-

able, and beneficial to all of them. (Applause.)

The company was afterwards addressed on various topics by Dr. Bates, Dr. Baird, the

Rev. Mr. Wilson, the Rev. Mr. France, the Rev. Mr. Gilmour, the Rev. J. I. Dickson,

the Rev. J. M. Dixon, and Mr. John Symington, all of whom expressed a cordial sym-
pathy in the object of the meeting, that of welcoming Mr. Clazy to Paisley.

The company separated at an early hour.

The Soiree .—In the evening a soiree of the congregation was held in the church, which
was attended by a goodly number of persons belonging to all the evangelical denomina-
tions in town. There could not be fewer than 800 persons present. The Rev. A. Gil-

mour presided. After an excellent service of tea, bread, &c., the meeting was addressed

by Mr. Clazy, Dr. Bates, from Glasgow, Mr. Neilson, from Rothesay, and Mr. M‘Lach-
lan, from Kilmalcolm, on a variety of suitable and interesting topics. The meeting was
closed by the congregation singing the 133d Psalm.
On the following Sabbath Mr. Clazy was introduced by Dr. Goold, of Edinburgh, who

preached in the forenoon and evening. Mr. Clazy preached in the afternoon. The
audiences were large and attentive on these occasions.

We congratulate the congregation on the genial and auspicious manner in which the

whole proceedings were conducted. The settlement of Mr. Clazy has been a most har-

monious one; and wre fervently hope that a lorig career of honourable and public useful-

ness is before him.
The congregation deserve great credit for the improvements they have effected on the

manse and place of worship. The entire amenity of Oakshaw Head has been very con-
siderably improved by the alterations, and the public owe the congregation a vote of

thanks at least.

(For the Banner of the Covenant.)

TIMES OF REFRESHING.
Toward the end of the seventeenth century, when the members of

the Covenanted church of Scotland were left, in the adorable provi-

dence of Cod, in consequence of the iron hand of persecution being
heavy upon them, as sheep without a shepherd, their ministers being
destroyed by the minions of a tyrannical monarch—fellowship meet-
ings were highly appreciated. Then did the King of Sion and Go-
vernor among the nations make special manifestations of himself to

his covenant people, forsaking not the assembling of themselves to-

gether, for the social worship of God, at the hazard of tfyeiif lives.

That the members of the different societies might aid and sympathize
with one another, it became a general rule to appoint one or tW'ft of

the members of one society to visit another fellowship meeting. In
this way one of the closest bonds of communion was preserved am eng
our pious forefathers. Even in modern times this cheering and en-

couraging observance has not been entirely laid aside.

Deputations have also been sent from the covenanting church in
our land to a sister church in another; and the visit has been attend-
ed with very salutary effects, both to the church sending and to the
church receiving the visit.

The covenanting church in Liverpool can testify to the beneficial

effects of such official visits, in its own recent experience. The'Rev.
Professor MOIillan, deputation from the General Synod of the Re-
formed Presbyterian church, U. S., America, to the Reformed Pres-
byterian church in Great Britain and Ireland, arrived in this town
on the 20th July last, having letters of introduction to the Elders of
the Reformed Presbyterian congregation here. In compliance with
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their earnest solicitation, he kindljr consented to preach in this large

and populous town, on the Sabbath following his arrival; and carry-

ing out his promise, in the morning of the day he discoursed upon the

words in Proverbs, “Unto you, 0 men, I call:” pointing out, Who it

is that calls; What is the voice
,
and the obligation of all who hear the

gospel; and, in a most earnest and persuasive manner, calling upon
all to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ, as he is freely offered to us in

the gospel. In the evening of the day he preached from the words
of the Redeemer, in the gospel, “My flesh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed;” and he exhibited the provisions of the gospel

in a most comprehensive and logical manner; after which he dis-

pensed the ordinance of baptism. By the public services of the Sab-

bath, the congregation felt much refreshed and revived; and their

earnest wish was, that the Rev. Professor should remain a few Sab-

baths more. With this desire he could not comply, as he wished to

be present at the opening of the Theological Hall, in Glasgow.
Having visited Scotland and Ireland, Mr. M‘Millan arrived here

early in October, on his way to America, and favoured us with ano-

ther Sabbath’s public services; and also remained to assist the Rev.
John P. Marcus, Ballymoney, in the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper,

in Liverpool, on the 15th October. Upon that solemn occasion, be-

sides the members of the congregation, there were present, on their

way to the missionary field, in Palestine, Rev. Mr. Frazier and Mrs.

Frazier, Rev. Mr. M‘Cague and Mrs. M‘Cague, and Miss Dales. The
season was truly one of refreshing, and long to be remembered by
the congregation.

Professor M‘Millan preached on the following Monday; and after

the public and solemn services of the sanctuary were over, a congre-

gational meeting was held, Rev. J. Paul Marcus in the chair: when
it was moved by Mr. Hugh Rippard, and seconded by Mr. John S.

Peoples, “ That the thanks of this congregation be given to the Rev.
Professor M‘Millan, for his visit to the Reformed churches of Great
Britain and Ireland, and particularly, for the interest he has taken

in this congregation, and the sympathy he has manifested; and
that he be requested to ask for us the sympathy of the church in

America, while surrounded by many difficulties in endeavouring to

display a banner for the Covenanted Reformation.”
Mr. M‘Mipan acknowledged the vote of thanks in an appropriate

manner; and he kindly promised to bring the state of the Covenanted
church in Liverpool, before the notice of the church in America.

A vote of thanks being then given to the chairman, the meeting
separated. Daniel Peoples,

Liverpool, October 1G, 1854. Secretary of Congregation.

[For tlie Banner of the Covenant.]

PROCEEDINGS OF SESSION OF FIRST REF. PRESS. CONGREGATION, PHILA.,

IN REFERENCE TO REV. DR. M CMASTER.

Whereas
,
Information has been received by this session of the

death of the Reverend Gilbert M (Master, D. I)., the oldest minister

of the Reformed Presbyterian church, a man admired for his eminent
natural and acquired talents, beloved for his distinguished Christian

graces, and endeared to us by an intercourse and friendship almost

coeval with the organization of our congregation, therefore, be it

Resolved
,

1. That we recognise in his removal the presence of
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that Sovereign Saviour who gave him to the church and to the world,

and who had the right to withdraw him at his own good pleasure.

Resolved
,
2. That we record our testimony to the integrity of his

conduct through life, the soundness in the faith which he mani-

fested during the whole period of a ministry of nearly fifty years,

the personal holiness of his character, and his usefulness by the pulpit

and the press, in the various important positions to which Divine

Providence called him.

Resolved
,
3. That we specially confess our grateful recollection of

his sympathy and exceeding kindness manifested towards our own
congregation, when, on his hearing of our bereavement in the loss of

our late beloved pastor, he undertook a journey at the time and in

the circumstances dangerous and difficult, in order to mingle his tears

with ours, and tender the counsel and consolation which, as the early,

confidential, and dearly beloved friend of our departed father, he
was so well calculated to administer.

Resolved
,
4. That we commend his mourning companion and sor-

rowing children to the unfailing love of that Divine Redeemer wffio

has brought life and immortality to light by his gospel, and who has

promised to guide his people, even unto death.

Resolved
,
5. That these resolutions be published in the Banner of

the Covenant, and that copies be forwarded to Mrs. M ‘Master, and
to Rev. Dr. E. D. M‘Master.

Dontesttc JWssfous.
[For the Banner of the Covenant.]

FROM A DOMESTIC MISSIONARY.

Below I will give you some account of my travels in the provinces,

which, if you see proper, you may give a place in the Banner.
During my sojourn in the provinces I was present at four Commu-

nions—two with Mr. Darragh, and two with Mr. Clarke. On the

13th of August the Supper was dispensed at “ Goose river,” (Mr.

D’s. place.) At an early hour the “little house” was filled to over-

flowing. Mr. D. preached the action sermon from these words, “ It

is finished,” (John xix. 30.) The sermon was appropriate, and,

during its delivery, the best of order was preserved, both znside and
out. The sermon being finished, and the preparatory steps attended
to, the table was surrounded in a quiet and orderly manner. Taking
into the account the smallness of the house, the narrowness of the

aisles, and the compactness with which they were seated, I never saw
things attended to with less

,
if as little confusion. I was delighted

with the whole affair—with the manner in which the pastor per-

formed his duty—the eldership theirs
,
and the people theirs. In a

word I would say, with respect to the whole occasion, that all things

were done decently and in order
;
in a way which did credit to that

far-off, cold and (shall I say it? yes!) neglected country. On Mon-
day a goodly number came up for the purpose of thanking God for

what he had done for them. The sermon was preached from Col.

iii. 15, “Be ye thankful.” If it be true that the countenance is

an index to the heart, we would infer these people were really

thankful—they looked thankful—we think they felt thankful.

Mr. D. has a fine field here—he has that which is desirable, above
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all things, in a settlement, viz. room. The church they now worship
in is small, but a fine large one is in progress of construction. And
we might remark, incidentally, should it so fall out in the providence
of God, that brother D. should come to this county to solicit aid for

the completion of this new edifice
;
that the brethren here could

not do better than respond affirmatively, not in word only, but in

deed
,
to his call. We are not authorized to say he will be here, but we

merely state the case hypothetically; and if he does come, brethren,

do something for him: he is worthy, and I need not tell you the

cause is worthy, but I may say it is worthy there
,
and when I say this

I mean it. “ I know whereof I affirm.” We are aware that it is

said in this county, that there is enough of the pure gospel there to

save
;
and that consequently our church should give up the field.

Let us see how this is. Is there not enough of the pure gospel in

the States to save
,
within the Reformed Presbyterian church? We

think there is. Why not then abandon the States? Why not move
over eii masse to India, or some other heathen country?

This reasoning, if it prove any thing, proves too much. The fact

is, there is a harvest to be gathered in the provinces, and we cannot
see why our church may not as well do it or a part of it, as any other.

A soul in New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia, is of as much value as one
in India, or any where else.

According to invitation I went with Mr. Darragh to River Philip,

distant from Goose river some ten to fifteen miles. This is a new
place. The brethren here having made an effort, succeeded in

getting a nice little church up and enclosed
,
so that the Communion

could be held in it. On Saturday quite a number came out from the

world, and identified themselves with the cause of Christ in that

locality. This was encouraging, and by it all were animated for the

duties before them. Long before the hour of commencement, on
‘•the day of high Communion,” (Sept. 17,) enough, I thought, had
passed our place of stopping, to fill the little church

;
but when we

went up we found there was still room

—

for us. The sermon was
preached from the beautiful words contained in the fourth chapter

and eighth verse of the Song of Solomon. We felt that “ it was good
for us to be there”—that verily “ God was in that place”—that he
had there “spread a table in the (literal) wilderness”—“we sat

down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to

our taste”—“ he brought us to his banqueting house, and his banner
over us was Love.”

But there was something striking about the close of this day. The
table was dismissed, and the concluding remarks were being made,
when an old, frail woman entered the door. It was announced to

the pastor that she was desirous of again commemorating the death

of her Redeemer—of obeying his last, his dying command, “ Do this

in remembrance of me.”
She and her children alone surrounded that table. The already

solemn scene was rendered more solemn by this. The heart of the

pastor was touched, as was evident from his words. Our own heart

felt warm
;
and we felt as if we would almost wish to be back again

at that table. There was no heart in that assembly but was touched,

more or less, with this touching scene. 'We were informed that this

old lady had not been so far from her home for thirteen years. She
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was willing to serve Christ, even at a sacrifice. Many came back to

the house of God, on the “ last day of the feast,” to thank God for

his goodness. The sermon was preached from these words, “Jeho-
vah jireh !” The services passed off pleasantly, and, we trust, profit-

ably. We left all
,
saint and sinner

,
as far as we could see, in a good

mood. And we thought that, after all, it was a good thing to be a

preacher; that in it there was something self-sustaining, soul-encou-

raging.

This River Philip region is part of brother DarragVs field. Here
there is ample room not only for him but for another. Who will go?
Who will come forward and say, “ Here am 7, send me !” J. A.

JFGVCfstt iHt'SStmtS.

TOUR IN THE HIMMALEHS.
(Continued from page 334.)

After breakfast we rode around Dagshai. There is a European re-

giment usually stationed here
;
and there are only the barracks, officers’

houses belonging to the regiment, a church now being built, and a

large bazar, to be seen at this place. It is the most lonesome, dreary,

and desolate-like situation I have ever seen. The hill is almost desti-

tute of vegetation of any kind. There is not a tree, except some
lately planted, to be seen. I descended the hill with the impression

that it would make a famous penal settlement, but was scarcely fit for

a residence for human beings in the ordinary enjoyment of “life,

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” A couple of Mormon apos-

tles lately visited this station for the purpose of disseminating their

peculiar tenets
;
but the commanding officer of the regiment cut short

their ministrations by sending a corporal and twelve men, with charged

bayonets, to conduct them down hill to the public road. This day
and the two following were spent in traversing this delightful road.

We had several opportunities of preaching by the way. We rested

in Simlah from Saturday till Monday, when, after attending the exa-

mination of one of the schools at the station, we again set out with

our faces towards the north. The school just mentioned is conducted

by the family of the Rev. Mr. Beddy, formerly a Baptist missionary

at Patna, on the Ganges. You may remember how I mentioned their

kindness to us on our way up the country in 1849. They are still as

hospitable, kind-hearted, and friendly as ever. The examination was
held simply on our account, and we were much gratified with the re-

sult. We left Simlah about 4 o’clock, p. M., and were escorted out

of the station by a tremendous hail shower. The evening was plea-

sant, and we had time to stop by the way and preach to a group of vil-

lagers about half-way from our tenting ground. Tuesday and Wednes-
day we went on without much that is interesting occurring. Our
route lay along the new military road, so that it was very pleasant

marching. On the evening of Tuesday we were preaching in the vil-

lage of Matiana, when an incident occurred worth notice. This vil-

lage is not far distant from Ivotghar, a missionary station of the Eng-
lish Church. It has been frequently visited by the missionaries from
that station. There was an old man present during our discourse,

who knew the missionaries, and prided himself very much on the pos-
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session of a book he had received from one of them. We asked him
if he had read it. “No,” he said, he could not read himself; but the

missionary had desired him to give it to some one who could read.

We asked him to produce the book. He went into his house, and
brought out an old, smoked bag, from which he turned out a multi-

tude of little parcels, papers, &c., and from the very bottom drew
out a Hindi tract, published at our Allahabad press. We looked at

it, and then returned it, remonstrating with the old man for keeping
it shut up in such a place, when he should have made better use of it.

He took it, and turning to a young man who sat behind him, gave it

to him in the presence of the whole crowd, and then looked around
with a look of virtuous resolution, as if he had done some most praise-

worthy action. I could not but think of the “talent” folded up in the

“napkin.” How many of our books may be thus hidden in old, smoky
bags, but which may yet be turned out and read with anxious eyes by
the children of those who, actuated by other motives, now uncon-
sciously preserve them for this purpose

!

On Thursday morning, the 26th, we marched forward from Nar-
kanda to the missionary station of Kotghar. Here we were warmly
received by the Rev. Mr. Mark and his lady. They are both Ger-
mans, but missionaries of the “Church Missionary Society.” Nar-
kanda is at an elevation of more than 9,000 feet, and Kotghar a little

over 6,000; consequently, we had a considerable descent. The dis-

tance is ten miles. This place was formerly a military post, but is

now interesting only as being the most advanced missionary station

in this direction. The situation is very beautiful, on a well cultivated

ridge overlooking the Sutledge, which flows some 3,500 feet below.

It commands also a fine view of the Snowy range. The operations

of the mission here are pretty much the same as every where else

in India: preaching, primarily—and secondarily, teaching in schools.

There are two of the latter—a boys’ school, with seventeen pupils,

and a girls’ school with fourteen. We examined both departments;

and were much pleased, particularly with the girls. They were very

neatly dressed in a kind of uniform provided by Mrs. Mark. The
children are paid a small allowance for attending school. This

may sound strange at home, yet without some such inducement none

would attend. The only fruits of this mission yet are two girls, who
were baptized some time ago, and who are now living at another sta-

tion. From what I saw at Kotghar I was more strongly convinced

than ever of the utility of missions among the hill people, though I

doubt the expediency of Europeans settling in such places as this,

where there is only a limited field for exertion. It would, I think,

be better, if Europeans would occupy central stations, from which

they could superintend operations in scattered places like this, con-

ducted more immediately by native agency. The village of Kotghar

is but small, and has nothing in itself to recommend it as a place for

the location of European missionaries. After an early dinner we
took leave of Mr. and Mrs. Mark, and proceeded to join our camp at

the distance of some ten or eleven miles from Kotghar. Our road

lay over the summit of a mountain called Hatu, which rises to the

height of 10,674 feet. From the highest peak of this hill we had a

view rarely equalled. The Snowy ranges stood out before us, at the
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distance of not much over twenty miles, in all their naked majesty,

subtending an arc of the horizon of about 40 degrees. I had been

nearer the snows before, but never got such an extensive view of

them. On the summit of Hatu are found two heaps of snow that had

hitherto withstood the heat of the summer, and would probably con-

tinue till the first heavy onset of the rains would melt them. We were

benighted on this hill, and with great difficulty found our way through

the darkness to the village in which our tent was pitched. We reached

it between 9 and 10 o’clock at night, very much fatigued, having tra-

velled altogether over 25 miles of most difficult road. Friday and
Saturday we spent in marching over a very difficult country, without

roads, and often through most difficult ravines and passes, where it

was quite miraculous how ever our horses got over. Saturday night

brought us to Chepal, on the Landour road. This place I have be-

fore mentioned.

I must now draw to a conclusion. I have written more than you
will have patience to read, yet I have been obliged to omit very many
things which I should like to have mentioned. I have spoken of our

preaching in the most important places, but we had numerous oppor-

tunities of “sowing the seed of the word ” which I have not referred to.

My prayer is that the word spoken and distributed may not be

thrown away, but that it may eventually bring forth much fruit to the

glory of our covenant God. I returned from this journey much
stronger in body than when I set out. I also returned with a stronger

desire to see something more effectual done for the evangelization of

the hill people. They are far less sophisticated, and more accessible

than the people of the plains. They are equally teachable; and,

above all, we must not forget that the promise of mercy is to them as

well as to others. We will labour on until not only the plains of In-

dia, but every valley of these stupendous mountains, shall resound

with hallelujahs to His praise who died for our sins, who rose for our

justification, and who ever liveth to make intercession for his people.

Ever yours'in gospel bonds, John S. Woodside.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. J. R. CAMPBELL.
Mission House, Saharanpur, July 20th, 1854.

Reverend and very dear Brother:—You must have had a very in-

teresting and exciting time during Dr. Duff’s visit to Philadelphia. I

was aware that his almost unparalleled eloquence would excite the

deepest interest wherever he might be heard. He is not only a “great
humble man,” a Boanerges in advocating the cause of missions to the

heathen, but sound to the very core in sentiment, practical and de-

vout in piety, judicious and far-reaching in his plans, world-wide in

his benevolence, burning in his zeal, earnest in his Master’s service,

fraternal and charitable to all the true followers of Christ of every
name, in short, a noble specimen of gifts and grace happily combined,
of the Christian minister and missionary raised up by the Lord him-
self to do a great work, both in Christian and heathen lands. I con-
sider him worthy of all the honour and respect that the Christian
world has heaped upon him in both hemispheres, and what more could
possibly be given him? I do trust his stirring appeals, founded as
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they have been on truth, that touches the conscience, will not soon be
forgotten by Christians in America; but that they will now go to work
with renewed zeal, and on a scale far beyond anything heretofore at-

tempted, to spread the gospel of Christ throughout every part of the
heathen world. This great and all-important work is still in its in-

fancy: the great mass of Christians are not yet half enlightened as

to their duty and obligations in relation to this matter; even the friends

of missions themselves are not half impressed as to its importance,
nor do they do anything compared with what they could do and ought
to do, towards the salvation of the eight hundred millions now living

without a knowledge of the only Saviour. It is when some such ser-

vant of Christ, as Duff, passes along, and, like a glowing meteor,
flashes conviction into men’s minds, that they begin to recognise a

duty, which the word of God had always so plainly taught them they
owed to the Lord Jesus, and to their perishing fellow men. “This is

no new commandment, but that which we had from the beginning,

that we love one another.” I cannot but hope that this visit from one
of God’s devoted and gifted servants, whom he has made eloquent to

plead his own great cause, will do much good. The very fact that he
obtained so good a hearing on the subject of Missions, indicates a better

state of things on this point. It is encouraging also^to think that

so many of the ministers of the Gospel listened to his expositions and
details, and to his fervid appeals in regard to foreign missions. On
them, under God, rests the duty of bringing their congregations up to

this great work. We invariably find that wherever there is a minister

of the Gospel deeply interested himself in the missionary work, and
earnest and frequent in presenting it to his congregation, there we
will also find a benevolent and praying people; and from amongst
them, we will find some willing to go far hence as missionaries to the

Gentiles. But Dr. Duff is not a man of one idea
;
his whole mind, with all

its large and generous feelings is not to be entirely absorbed, even in

the foreign missionary cause. His is a philanthropy as wide as the

world. While he advocates the evangelization of a world of pagan
idolaters, he neglects not to plead for your city missions, and for the

application of the all-purifying streams of the gospel to the dens of

infamy, and crime, and ignorance to be found in London and New
York, and all the large cities of Christendom. 0, that we had mul-

titudes of such men amongst us, “who would cry and spare not,” until

all who revere the name of Christ should be brought to consecrate

themselves afresh to the great work, for which God has organized his

Church on earth, the universal spread of the glorious gospel, and the

ingathering of the nations to the visible kingdom of the Messiah.

It was only the other day we received a copy of the minutes of our

Synod, held in Chicago more than a year ago, and as we had not be-

fore heard of the appointments of your days of fasting and thanks-

giving, all these occasions were lost to us. We have been greatly

pleased with Mr. R. Patterson’s report to Synod as Agent of the

Board of Missions, and also with- his statistical report, published sub-

sequently in the Banner; who, indeed, would not be pleased with such

reports and such well directed labours? He has done great service to

the cause of Missions, domestic and foreign. The information he has

imparted to the people and from the people to the Church courts, the
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benevolence he has induced and excited, the warm, pious feelings he

has promoted, and the general good accomplished, can hardly be pro-

perly appreciated. The work done, was just as important as any

thing he could do on the foreign field. ... We are all as usual here,

and our work going on in the old way. A very interesting inquirer

has lately joined us; I have met no one before of his class, so appa-

rently sincere, and as he has of a long time been in this case, I trust

we shall soon have the pleasure of baptizing him. He is making daily

progress in Christian knowledge, and in depth of piety too, I hope.

We passed through a very trying season of hot winds, but now we
have the rains in torrents, and the air has been greatly cooled. I am
thankful to say that all on the mission premises, as well as the English

residents at the station, are in good health. With my very warm
Christian regards to all friends, I remain, dear brother, as ever, yours,

J. R. C.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. J. R. CAMPBELL.

Mission House, S&liaranpur, September 14, 1854.

Reverend and very dear Brother:—We were truly delighted with

dear Mr. Patterson’s account of the doings of Synod. It seemed like

a new era in our ecclesiastical proceedings. We trust the hopes that

were raised of our obtaining missionary help, will not be altogether

disappointed. We thought the appointment was made with their own
consent, and that they would certainly come out this year, and in

company with Mr. Newton, who would have been of great use to them
on the voyage, and in Calcutta. We trust they will yet come. It is

right they should weigh the duty well, and he fully persuaded in their

own mind, that it is their duty to labour among the heathen. Indeed,

I would hardly like to see any one coming to the heathen, who could

be happy any where else. There are so many discouragements to be

encountered, that a Missionary should feel as Paul did, when he ex-

claimed, “Wo unto me, if I preach not the Gospel” to the Heathen.
We are glad to hear that the Theological Seminary is again organized

in the right place.—I must congratulate you on the occupancy of your
new and beautiful church, and on the great increase of your Sabbath
Schools. May it be said of this new church, as it was of the old, whose
very dust will ever be dear to some of us, “that this man, and that

man there was born in her,” and may the Most High himself establish

her. I shall be delighted to see the discourses preached at the open-

ing. It was a suitable opportunity to set up a pillar and inscribe upon
it “Hitherto the Lord has helped us.” .... We have had the pleasure

of receiving a very kind and encouraging communication from Hr.

M‘Leod to our Presbytery, which will be duly acknowledged at our

first meeting; such interchanges of Christian sympathies do much good.

I am happy to say, that although we are now in the midst of the sickly

season, all are in their usual good health. Our labours continue in-

teresting. The Catechist that has lately joined us proves to be able

and useful. In the Hindi, he is quite at home, and able to stand his

ground well with educated Brahmins. In short, we are now strong in

the work of street-preaching, and few are willing to encounter us.

The people appear very willing to hear. When I arrived at the City
Church, last Sabbath, for the usual service, the seats were nearly all
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full, and a great crowd around the door. Many were strangers from
villages, who had heard of our preaching on Sabbath, and had come
in to hear us. They remained all the time, and seemed much inte-

rested. We cannot but hope that the knowledge of salvation is spread-
ing extensively through this community, and doing, through God’s
blessing, a silent, but effectual work in every heart. Doubtless there
is a mighty struggle against the truth in many minds, but the Holy
Spirit can make the truth powerful to the pulling down of strong holds,
and we know he will bless his own cause in his own time. Why should
we not thank God for what he has done already, and take courage for
the future. If he had not a great work for us to do here, would he
have spared our lives so long?

Yours in the Lord Jesus, J. R. C.
•

Suctorial.

RETURN OF PROFESSOR M fMILLAN.

Shortly after our last number was issued, Professor McMillan arrived in

this city, his voyage having been made without any disaster, and more rapidly

than usual at this season. In consequence of his absence from his congregation,

during so long a period, Professor M'Millan felt obliged to decline attending

the Seminary the present session, but expressed his willingness, on certain

conditions, to give his aid hereafter. There is reason to hope that his valuable

services may be secured. It will be pleasing to our readers to learn that Pro-

fessor McMillan’s health is excellent, and that he has experienced great enjoy-

ment in his intercourse with the brethren, of our own and other churches, in

the land of our fathers. We hope, ere long, to present to our readers some

memoranda of his visit.

THE LIVERPOOL CONGREGATION.

An appeal, on behalf of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Liverpool,

England, is published in another part of this number. The importance of

sustaining an efficient organization of our church in that “mart of nations” is

so obvious, that we need merely allude to it. We regret to learn that any

hostility or opposition should have been manifested towards it
;
but we can

assure our brethren there that we do not think it at all necessary to publish

the defence they have thought proper to make, because such attacks only

weaken the aggressor, while they strengthen the assailed. The firmness, the

consistency, the true Christian liberality of sentiment and action with which

they have sustained the cause of “Christ’s crown and covenant” heretofore,

gives assurance of their future steadfastness, and will, we hope, secure for

them the sympathy and the substantial aid of all who love the truth.

THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

It is with very great pleasure that we announce that the Theological Seminary,

reorganized at the last meeting of our General Synod, has gone into operation.

The Trustees of the First Reformed Presbyterian Church, of this city, having
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kindly offered the use of the rooms connected with the church, the students

assemble there for the present. Professor M‘Millan having declined attending

this winter, the other Professors have undertaken the duties of his chair. Seven

young men, all of great promise, and all, as far as can be judged, ardently

devoted to their studies, have presented themselves to receive instruction.

Both Professors attend for nearly three hours on five days of the week, and recita-

tions are made in doctrinal and practical theology, in Hebrew, and in Greek, while

lectures are delivered on the Confession of Faith, on Church History, and

Biblical Literature, all of which are the subjects of examination. One day is

appropriated to reading essays, delivering discourses, and reading the Scrip-

tures. It is expected also that the students will shortly organize a society of

Inquiry for their mutual improvement. For them and for their instructors

the prayers of all the members of our church are earnestly solicited. There

is reason to believe that this important department of our ecclesiastical

machineiy is now in successful operation: may it not be confidently hoped

that all who love our church will give it their cordial encouragement?

A STUDENTS’ FUND.

The Professors of the Theological Seminary announce that they will have

great pleasure in receiving such contributions as any may be disposed to make,

to sustain, in the prosecution of their studies, such deserving young men as

may not have the pecuniary means they require. Whatever may be trans-

mitted for this purpose will be faithfully distributed among such persons, and

in such amounts, as the Professors, in the best of their judgment, may suppose

most calculated to do good. The church may derive speedy and great advan-

tage by liberality in this object. Donations may be forwarded to the publisher

of the Banner, Mr. George H. Stuart.

THE MISSIONARIES ELECT.

In our last we announced that Mr. William Oalderwood, one of the brethren

appointed by the last General Synod to go to India, had accepted the call

made for his services in a heathen land. We have now the pleasure of stating

that the Rev. David Herron, who was also designated to the same great work,

has in like manner given his consent to go far hence unto the Gentiles. Let-

ters from both of these beloved brethren were presented at the late meeting of

the Executive Committee of the Foreign Board. As yet definite arrangements

have not been made in regard to sending out these brethren, but it is hoped

that they may be prepared to sail shortly after the next meeting of General

Synod, and in the mean time that they may visit as many of the churches as

may be practicable. The circumstances connected with their consecration to

this work mark a new era in our missionary operations. The recognition by

our highest ecclesiastical judicatory of the claims of the heathen world, as

part of Messiah’s rightful but yet unconquered dominion, and which it is the

church’s duty to regard as under her spiritual care—the solemn call, with

prayer and fasting, for these brethren to go forth and occupy that long deso-



398 BANNER OF THE COVENANT.

lated portion of the kingdom—the deliberate, earnest and entire consent which

these brethren have given—all these considerations, seem to indicate that this

thing was indeed of God. Henceforth it is to be hoped that every soldier of

Jesus Christ, whether in the ranks of private Christians, or sustaining an

office of any kind in the army of the Lord, will feel bound to go and to do

whatever the great Captain of our salvation, by his authorized representatives,

may indicate. Henceforth, too, it is to be hoped that church courts will

feel that they are to act not merely for their own members, but for the world,

and that they should regard the claims of the heathen, for a supply of their

spiritual wants, as well as the claims of the destitute in our own land. May
we not consider we are returning to Apostolic practice

,
and may we not hope

we may have such a blessing as was enjoyed in Apostolic times!

MEMOIR OF TflE LATE DR. M £LEOD.

We publish herewith a circular in regard to the Memoir of the late Hr.

M‘Leod, prepared many years ago by the late Hr. Wylie. It speaks for itself,

and needs no words of ours to advocate it. Any subscriptions addressed to

the publisher of the Banner will be forwarded to the Editor.

Memoir of the late Rev. Dr. Alexander M £ Leod.—This work will be printed

as soon as a sufficient number of subscribers are obtained to guaranty the expense.

It was written by the late Rev. Dr. S. B. Wylie, at the request of the General
Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, and bears the impress of his learned,

decided and powerful mind. It contains extracts from the Journals and Corre-

spondence of Dr. MLeod, Contemporaneous History, an extended Analysis of his
tc Lectures on the Prophecies/ 7 written by the late Dr. Black, and a Dissertation

on his i: War Sermons.” by the late Dr. G. M Master. Thus these four eminent
men, now all deceased, will be seen together in this work, as they were together

in this life, in the principles, sympathies and activities of a good cause. The
Editor will add a chapter composed of matter more recently obtained, and of letters

fiom eminent living men who were familiar with Dr. M‘Leod.
The work will be presented in a handsome octavo volume of between four and

five hundred pages, and delivered to subscribers, well bound in cloth, at a price

not exceeding two dollars per copy.

The holders will be pleased to return the subscription lists, addressed to the

Editor, 11 Rev. John N. M Leod, D.D., 87 West Twentieth street, New York.”

LATEST NEWS FROM INDIA.

Our readers will perceive by the extracts, in another part of this number,

from a letter from the Bev. J. R. Campbell, dated Saharanpur, September

14, 1854, how much interest the brethren in India feel in the movements of

the church at home, and also how much encouragement is presented in their

own field of labour. It may be mentioned, as an evidence of their own feelings,

and also of the respect and confidence which they enjoy in the community

where they live, that the amounts collected in her missionary purse, during

the past year, by one of the children of the missionaries, amounts to one hun-

dred and twenty dollars. What little boy or girl, in any of our ofrn Sabbath

schools, will equal this? Who will try to do it?
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Missionary Meeting.—A farewell missionary meeting of more than ordinary interest

was held in the first Presb. Church, (Dr. Phillips’) on Sabbath evening, the 3d Septem-
ber, in connexion with the departure of a large company of missionaries about to sail for

Northern India, under the direction of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions.

The Missionary party consisted of the Rev. John Newton and his wife; Rev. Geo. H.
Barnes and wife; Rev. Edward H. Leavitt, and two young ladies, Miss Margaret New-
ton and Miss Martha Jamieson; the former the daughter of Mr. Newton, and the other

the daughter of Rev. J. M. Jamieson, now in India. Mr. and Mrs. Newton have already

laboured eighteen years in India, but returned to this country two years ago on account
of ill health. They now go back to resume their labours, and are accompanied by their

eldest daughter, who is to assist them in their work. Miss Jamieson goes under the

care of Mr. Newton to her parents, to assist them in their missionary labours also.

Mr. and Mrs. Barnes are from Kentucky, Mr. B. being the son of the Rev. Dr. Barnes,

a respected minister of the Presb. church in that state. Mr. Leavitt is from Ohio, and is

the sou of the Hon. Judge Leavitt, of the district court of the United States. Judge Leavitt

and wife, Dr. Beattie, of Steubenville, Ohio, and other friends of the missionaries from a

distance, were present at the meeting.

Dr. McElroy of this city presided at the meeting. The devotional exercises were
conducted by Drs. McElroy, McLeod and Beattie. The missionaries were introduced to

the congregation, and some statements were made about the missions in India, by the

Rev. John C. Lowrie, D. D., one of the Secretaries of tjhe Board, after which addresses

were made by the missionaries, chiefly on the motives which had induced them to become
mi sionavies, and the duty of entire consecration to the great work of evangelizing the

world. These addresses were listened to with the liveliest interest, and impressions
were made that will not soon be forgotten.

One of the most interesting circumstances connected with the departure of this com-
pany of missionaries, is, that they are accompanied by two young ladies, who are them-
selves the daughters of missionaries, and who go to devote their lives to the same great

work in which their parents have spent theirs. We commend them all to the prayers
of the peop’e of God.

—

JV. Y. Paper.
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